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Sundays 
Traditional Service 9 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship 11 a.m. 

Youth Group 6 p.m. 

 
SPOKANE VALLEY 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

115 NORTH RAYMOND ROAD 

SPOKANE VALLEY WA 99206 

509 924-7262 

 

Return Service Requested 

Staff:                                                                   
 
Congregation: Ministers of the Church 
Mike Graef: Pastor 
Noreen Duffy: Church Secretary 
Ed Poblete: Custodian 
Alyssa Arnold: Childrenôs Ministry 
Kyra Straub: Youth Ministry 
Jenny Schrock:  Nursery 
Betsy Pletscher: Piano & Organist 
Tracey Partridge: Contemporary     
Worship & Choir Director 
Margie Manfred: Hospitality Director 
Nate Dunigan: Technical Ministry                                                                       
 
Volunteer Staff Position: 
Madelyn Bafus: Lay Leader 
 
Church Office: (509) 924-7262 
Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday 
 9:00am to 3:00pm 
 Closed Noon to 1:00pm 
Church Website: 
www.spokanevalleychurch.org 
Church E-mail:   
secretary@spokanevalleychurch.org 

/52 0520/3%ȡ   3ÐÏËÁÎÅ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ  
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏȡ ÆÏÌÌÏ× *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ 
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August 2019 

CONNECTIONS 

           This is My Fatherõs World 

 
9th Annual All-Church Campout 
August 16-18, 2019 

Come and enjoy:  
- The No-Talent Show 
- Story-telling with Ben Moore 
- Campfire songs and games 
- Good food and fellowship 
 

There is still time to register, and kids under 18 go for free! 

Women Speak Sunday 
August 11th  
10:00 am  

 
Spokane Valley United Methodist Women will be 

leading the service on Sunday,  
August 11th.   

Marie Mwange will be giving her testimony.   

Cinnamon Roll Sale, August 25th 
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PEEK AT THE PAST 

Prayer is a priority at Spokane Valley 

United Methodist Church. It supports 

the needs of the Church, individuals, 

community and our world. For all of 

your prayer requests contact  Margie 

Collin at (509) 922 -8371 or email:  

prayer_svumc@yahoo.com  

Koinonians are having a BBQ!  

Saturday, August 24th at 4:30 pm  

Provided: BBQ Ribs and corn on the cob  

Please bring: A salad or dessert  

Location: Jerry and Nancyõs home- 17810 E. Broadway  

PLEASE RSVP to Nancy or Jerry Larson at 509 -928 -4899.  

The first food bank in Spokane 
Valley was started right here at 
SVUMC! 
Photo: Mike Lund and Mark  
Evans assist at the SVUMC food 
bank. (1970s) 

SAVE THE DATE:  SEPTEMBER 28
TH
 WITH DAVID DEVEREAUX.  (ITôS BACK ON!)  LAS VE-

GASô OWN DESERT SPRING UMCôs Pastor and Lay Leader visit Spokane Valley United  
Methodist.  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

TH
, 9am-3pm.   A day of inspiration, vision and  

encouragement for all of us ï from one of the Western USôs fastest growing United Methodist 
Churches.  
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 By Anna Jenkins  

United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries 

of the church.  

 

ñA HOUSE IN THE SKYô 
        By Amanda Lindhout / Sara Corbett 
 
The memoirs of a woman whose curiosity led her to 

visit beautiful and remote places but some were imperiled and perilous.  
As she was a child from a dysfunctional home so she paged through  
National Geographic magazine as entertainment which led to her  
imagining those exotic places.  At 19 years old, she earned money to  
travel to Latin America, Bangladesh, India, Sudan, Syria, Pakistan and  
Somalia.  In Somalia she was abducted and held hostage for 460 days. 
She was kept in chains, darkness and tortured.  Through her ordeal, her 
memory of her experiences, strategy, fortitude and hope helped her  
survive. A very interesting book. 

Women Speak Sunday 
August 11th  
10:00 am  

 
Spokane Valley United Methodist Women will be leading the service on Sunday,  

August 11.   
There will be one service at 10:00 am 

 

Marie Mwange will be giving her testimony.   

Maria, who studied ministry and became a Methodist pastor while in a refugee camp 
in Uganda leads a Sunday evening worship in Swahili at Fowler United  

Methodist Church. In April 2016, Marie, her husband, Myani-Tito Mugombela, and 
five of their children from the Congo came to Spokane after living 10 years in a refu-
gee camp in Uganda. Come and hear her story.  You will be moved by what you 

hear, and you will feel her deep faith amid great adversity. 

Rev. Glenn Kennedy, former pastor of Fowler UMC, said, "Marie is  
grateful to God for all of life.  Being associated with her and her family has deepened 

my sense of gratitude for God's everyday gifts of life.ò 



            6 

 

Next collection date 
Naomi Paper Drive 
August 4 and 11 

Jamaa Letu Orphanages 
Hope for the Children of Africa is a task force of the Pacific  
Northwest Conference of the United Methodist Church. During 
the late 1990ôs in  response to the request from African Bishops 
in the United Methodist Church the task force was created to 
assist in providing relief and reconciliation to innocent  

children victims of wars, famines and the destruction of schools 
and hospitals due to the unrest in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Since 2000 through a partnership with the South Congo 

Episcopal Area, we support two orphanages and collaborate with mission teams in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Cinnamon Roll Sale August 25! 
 

This Cinnamon Roll Sale will support our sponsorship of  
Emany at the Jama Letu Orphanage 

 

The sponsorship program supports the operating expenses of the 
orphanges which include food, clothing, school fees, medical 
care, utilities, and the salaries of the house mothers.  The Jamaa 
Letu girls orphanage is home to 60 girls and the Jamaa Letu boys 
orphanage is home to 30 boys. Children range in age from infants 
to their completion of high school.  Each child has support from 
more than one sponsor, and the funds are pooled to benefit all of 

the children.  
 

Buy a cinnamon roll, pick up a picture of Emany and keep her in your prayers!  

Mission Community Outreach Center  
9
th
 Annual School Shoes & Socks for Kids 

August 16
th

 
 

Besides collecting school shoes and socks we are also help-
ing with the distribution of shoes on August 16

th
.  If you would 

like to help please sign up at the Just Ask Me Desk.  
 

ñDo all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you 
can, In all the places you can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever 

you can.ò  John Wesley             3 

 

From Our Pastor, Mike Graef 
 
Dear Valley Methodist Friends, 
 
Iôm excited to share with you today one of the treasures of our Methodist heritage.   Itôs below in bold print, a 
paragraph of John Wesleyôs.  I read it twice aloud to the group assembled last Wednesday evening July 17th 
in our Chapel.   That evening, what a great experience!  50+ people showed up, listened, visited, shared their 
faith and good will, asked good questions ï and reflected together on the future of our denomination, The 
United Methodist Church.   More specifically, we reflected on how our own congregation must continue to 
flourish regardless of what happens with any possible future ñsplitò in the United Methodist Church.    
 
After 90 minutes I closed the evening by reading the paragraph aloud again.  I had made a few copies for 
people to take home, but not nearly enough.  They went like hotcakes.  Here below is the passage in its  
entirety.   The first part, one tiny part of Albert Outlerôs introduction, I did not read for the group. But I like it 
and am including in here.    
   
(John Wesley [é ] ñagreed that most of the cruel controversies in religion that had spilled so much blood and 
ink were quarrels about 'opinions' ï i.e., subsidiary doctrines affecting the fullness and variety of religious lan-
guage, not its primary object. He also agreed with William of St. Thierry that love is the surest way to truth 
and the highest goal of thought.ò  (from Dr. Albert Outlerôs intro to ñCatholic (meaning universal)  Spiritò ï 
John Wesleyôs Sermon of 1755.)  
 
And now, Mr. Wesley:  
Part II, Section 4:  ñLove me (but in an higher degree than thou dost the bulk of mankind) with the 
love that is 'long-suffering and kind' (1 Corinthians 13.4); that is patient if I am ignorant or out of the 
way, bearing and not increasing my burden; and is tender, soft, and compassionate still; that 'envieth 
not' if at any time it please God to prosper me in his work even more than thee. Love me with the love 
that 'is not provoked' either at my follies or infirmities, or even at my acting (if it should sometimes so 
appear to thee) not according to the will of God. Love me so as to 'think no evil' of me, to put away all 
jealousy and evil surmising. Love me with the love that 'covereth all things', that never reveals either 
my faults or infirmities; that 'believeth all things', is always willing to think the best, to put the fairest 
construction on all my words and actions; that 'hopeth all things' (1 Corinthians 13.4-7), either that 
the thing related was never done, or not done with such circumstances as are related, or, at least, 
that it was  done with a good intention, or in sudden stress of temptation.  And hope to the end that 
whatever is amiss will, by the grace of God, be corrected, and whatever is wanting supplied, through 
the riches of his mercy in Christ Jesus.ò    
 
What a high bar for interpersonal relationships between Christians.   Friends of mine on both sides of todayôs 
issues will object the division in the house today is not about ñopinions.ò  They will say, and theyôll be right ï 
that arguments pro and con about inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons are issues of 
faithfulness and justice ï not opinions.   So true.  But if we lose the ability to listen in love to what the Holy 
Spirit is saying ï through even the people we disagree with ï then we lose Godôs voice entirely.   Thatôs what 
John Wesley is saying.  Nothing is worth losing your soul over.    
 
I have a strong hunch that whatever our denomination does at the 2020 General Conference, Spokane  
Valley UMC will find ourselves in good company with churches from all over the State of Washington and the 
panhandle of Idaho, all choosing to affiliate basically the same way.   From Kennewick, Wenatchee, and  
Yakima, to Vancouver, WA, Olympia, Seattle, Bellingham and Port Angeles ï then back across to Coeur 
dôAlene and Moscow, Idaho.  All these good United Methodist Churches, plus our own here in eastern  
Washington, will affiliate basically the same.  Thatôs my hunch.  So Iôm not worried about the future of the 
United Methodist Church, or whatever weôll be called going forward. 
 
Weôve got bigger fish to fry right here in Spokane Valley and environs.  Souls to save, justice to work for,  
children and youth to encourage, service and mission to accomplish, and new friends to meet!  So glad to be 
together with YOU on this great adventure of faith.   Grateful to be,  
 
Your Pastor, Mike 
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Financial Resources 

New Class Offering 
Spokane Valley UMC is offering a 7-week class, reading together 
ñSitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesusò by Ann Spangler and Lois 
Tverberg. This class is led by Nancy Croskrey and will be on 
Monday evenings from 5:30pm to 7:00 pm at church, starting 
Monday, September 16

th
 ï running through October 28

th
.  Is it 

possible to retune our hearing and thinking so that we can  
understand Jesus better?  We invite you to embark on a journey 
that will take you back to hear Jesusôs words afresh ð from  
inside his Jewish culture. Sign up at the Just Ask Me Desk (in the  

Welcome Center) anytime in August.   

New Grief and Healing Support Group is  
Coming! A new group will start Wednesday 
mornings, September 18th through October 23rd. 
The group will meet from 9:30 to 11:30 am. The 
sessions will include conversations, prayer,  DVD 
series,  
coffee and goodies. This support group is for  

anyone grieving the loss of  a loved one, recently or in the past. Even if it has been 
a while, are there family or personal challenges? In this group, you will find help and 
comfort. For questions or to sign up, please  

As of June 30, 2019 
Budgeted Yearly Expenditures:  $   369,829.00 
Revenue needed to be on budget: $     30,823.25 per month 
Jun. Revenue    $     31,608.93 
Revenue excess for June            $         785.68 
Revenue to date for 2019   $    180,417.42 
Expenditures in Jun   $      37,796.55 
Expenditures, year-to-date   $     198,185.78 

I have put together a current report that shows where we are  
financially as the year reaches the halfway point. At mid-year we should 
show our activities at 50%.  On the revenue side we are a little short at 
48.8 percent, that puts us in the ñballparkò as far as giving. 
 Expenditures on the other hand are a bit above the 50% point.   The 
financial summary for June puts our expenditures at 53.4% of the budget, 
certainly close to where we should stand. In balance we seem to be where 
we should expect to be, although some line items are above the 50%  
figure and a number are below. In essence, those who are managing our 
recourses are doing the job well. 
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ά{ǘŀǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻũ  ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ  
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦέ -tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ннΥс 

 

Youth Group to Splashdown from 4:00 ï 6:00 August 25th.  You must be 1) signed up on 
the sign-up sheet on Kyra's window; 2) turn in a completed Splashdown Participant Release 
Form to Kyra BEFORE we go (available from Kyra) and 3) you will need to be dropped off and 
picked-up by your parents.   
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will be starting on September 8th.  Classes start at 9:00 for both Junior 
High (Room 114) & Senior High (Room 109). 
 
On September 8th we will be starting UMY (United Methodist Youth)/Youth Group.  It will 
be from 6:00 ï 7:30 in Room 109.  UMY is for Youth in 6th - 12th grades.  If there is anything you 
would like to see on the calendar, please let Kyra know. 
 
DEEPER will be starting on Wednesday, September 18th from 6:00 ï 7:15+ (but no later than 
7:30).  We will meet every other Wednesday.  There COULD be homework ï yippee! 
 
New 2019 - 2020 Youth Registration Forms are available now.  They are across from Kyra's  
Office.   
 
AUGUST Schedule: 
08/04    St. Ann's Lunch 12:30 - 2:30 at 2120 East First. 
 
08/11 UMY 5:30 ï 7:00 AT THE CHURCH ï INCOMING 6TH GRADERS welcome! 
 
08/18      All Church Campout at Twinlow is August 16th ï 18th   
                11:00 AM Service @ Twinlow ï everyone welcome! 
 
08/25   CINNAMON ROLL DONATION DAY, WATER ACTIVITY ï details above 

Redeem Your Bible Bucks! This year we are trying something new by having Bible Buck  
Sunday quarterly through the year. This way your child will have plenty of time to save up for 
some awesome prizes! The next Bible Buck Sunday is September 29th, from 10:15 a.m. -
10:45 a.m. The children can redeem their Bible Bucks upstairs across from the elevator.  
Marlene McCoy will be by the glass case where the prizes are on display. Get ready to see 
some new and fun items in the new year! 
 
Day Camp was a huge success! Over 60 kids were able to participate in July for a full week 
of Community Day Camp with Twinlow at our church. If you look closely, you can see some 
decorations we used still up within our Childrenôs Ministry wing! We are so grateful to have 
such an incredibly supportive community within our church that came together to volunteer 
throughout the week. THANK YOU! 
 
This monthôs curriculumé Jesus spent much of His time teaching His disciples about the 
Kingdom of God and how to live godly lives. Lessons in this monthôs series cover some of the 
many teachings during Jesusô testimony and how we can apply it To everyday life. 


